
May 7, 2007 FOUNTAIN CITY FOCUS PAGE 5AOBITUARIESPOLITICS
ATWELL, CHARLES DOU-ATWELL, CHARLES DOU-ATWELL, CHARLES DOU-ATWELL, CHARLES DOU-ATWELL, CHARLES DOU-GLASGLASGLASGLASGLAS - age 75, died Wednesday,April 25, 2007 at Ft.  SandersRegional Medical Center follow-ing an extended illness. He wasa  member of Missionary BaptistChurch and was a retired em-ployee of  Florida Steel in Knox-ville after 22 years of service. Mr.Atwell was  preceded in death byhis stepdaughter, Kay Bailey. Heis survived by  his wife, BettyAtwell of Knoxville; stepdaugh-ters, Joann Shelton and  SharonRector both of Knoxville; step-son, Frank Tharp of Tupelo, Mis-sissippi; 9 grandchildren; and ahost of great-grandchildren.www.rosemortuary.comEDGEMON, HERBEREDGEMON, HERBEREDGEMON, HERBEREDGEMON, HERBEREDGEMON, HERBERT FT FT FT FT F. -age 77, of Powell, passed awaySunday, April 29,  2007 at Bap-tist Hospital. He was member ofLincoln Park Baptist Church.  Hewas retired from East TennesseeTrucks with 25 years service.Herb  was a veteran of the U.S.Army. He was preceded in deathby his parents,  Herbert andAlberta Edgemon and grandson,Mark Adams. His survivors  in-clude his wife, Wanda Edgemon;daughters, Diane Major, DebbieAdams and Judy Noe and hus-band, Ron; grandchildren, Rich-ard Major, Tracy Badgett, ScottMajor, Matthew Adams, Katieand Andrew Noe; 4 great  grand-children; sister, ElizabethBennett and husband, Bob;brother-in-law, Don K. Fergusonand wife, Barbara; and severalnieces,  nephews and cousins.www.rosemortuary.comFORKER, DEBBIE LFORKER, DEBBIE LFORKER, DEBBIE LFORKER, DEBBIE LFORKER, DEBBIE L. - age57, of Powell, died unexpectedlyMonday, April  30, 2007. She wasvery patient and attentive to theneeds her family,  friends, neigh-bors and business acquaintan-ces, always sending notes andcards for important events andoccasions. Her caregiving natureserved  her in a career as a den-tal hygienist before she joinedher husband in  business andserved as Vice President of Saw-ing Systems. Debbie was a  life-long animal lover who kept twobeloved Chocolate Labrador Re-trievers  and filled her yard withbird feeders, bird baths and Blue-bird  houses. She was a memberof St. John’s Lutheran Church.She was  preceded in death byher father, William DePalo, Sr.Her survivors  include her hus-band, Joel Christopher Forker;mother, Elsie R. DePalo of  Nep-tune, NJ; sister, Kathy DePalo ofOcean, NJ; brothers and  sisters-in-law, William & Debbie DePaloof Albuquerque, NM, Glenn andJudy DePalo of Shark River Hills,NJ; niece, Karie Ann; nephews,Lee and  Chris; her mother-in-lawand father-in-law, JanetLukenbaugh Forker and Rev.Walter Frank Forker of Indiana;and brothers-in-law, Mark An-drew  Forker of Indiana, Dr. Tho-mas Stephen Forker of Pennsyl-vania, Walter  Jonathan Forkerof Indiana and Neil Printz Forkerof California.  In lieu of flowers,memorials may be made  to theBelieving, Belonging, BecomingCapitol Fund, c/o St. John’sLutheran Church, 544 N. Broad-way, Knoxville, TN 37917 or theYoung-Williams Animal Center,3201 Division St., Knoxville, TN37919. Arrangements by RoseMortuary Broadway Chapel.HOLLAND, DON C.HOLLAND, DON C.HOLLAND, DON C.HOLLAND, DON C.HOLLAND, DON C. – age69 of Knoxville passed awayMonday, April 30, 2007, at hishome.  He was of the Baptistfaith, veteran of the U.S. Navyand retired from the Army Corpsof Engineers.  Preceded in deathby son, Kenneth Holland; par-ents, Calvin and Florence Hol-land; sisters, Helen and Ellen;and brother, Bruce Holland.  Sur-vivors include daughters, Shan-non Holland-Gair and husbandKen, Diane Sutton and husbandCharlie and Donna Holland; sis-ter, Gladys Ybarra; several nieces,nephews and grandchildren; andbest friends, Rick and CherieGatlin and children.  Family andfriends will meet 1:45 pm Friday,May 4, 2007, at Greenwood

Cemetery for a 2:00 pmgraveside service with full mili-tary honors provided by the EastTennessee Veteran Honor Guard.LOCKE, LOUISE OPRISCHLOCKE, LOUISE OPRISCHLOCKE, LOUISE OPRISCHLOCKE, LOUISE OPRISCHLOCKE, LOUISE OPRISCH,age 88 of Knoxville, a devotedand loving mother,  grandmotherand great grandmother, passedinto eternal rest on Thursday  April26, 2007 at NHC Farragut. Shewas a tireless and faithful mem-ber of Immaculate ConceptionCatholic Church for over 60years, a member of  the St.Gerard Guild and the Ladies ofCharity. Louise was a native ofSteubenville, Ohio, daughter ofthe late Victor and Louise GehlertOprisch. She retired from TheKroger Company with over 25years of  service. Louise was alsopreceded in death by her hus-band, Bob Locke; son-in-law,Robert Love; brothers, Hermanand Joseph Oprisch; sisters,Helen Oprisch, Cornelia Alvis andMarie Bucher. She is survived byher  loving and devoted children:daughter, Vickie L. Love; sonsand  daughters-in-law, Gary andMary Kay Locke, Greg and MaryJane Locke all  of Knoxville; herwonderful grandchildren, RobertScott Love and wife  Morgan,Laura Kandilikas and husbandMichael, Jason Richard Love andfiancé, Stefanie Shea, HeatherAlyce Locke and fiancé, JohnCairney, Taylor Gregory Locke,Lauren Ashley Love, Megan Eliza-beth Locke, Lindsay  DanielleLocke. Louise was especiallyproud of her 5 great grandchil-dren, Avery, Jackson, John“Jack”, Carter and Bennett; herloving sisters, Dorothy Harasickof Glendale, CA and ElizabethAnn Owens  of Steubenville, OH;brother, Carl Oprisch of Toronto,OH; and a host of  nieces andnephews. In  lieu of flowers, me-morials may be made to Knox-ville Catholic High  School, Build-ing Fund, 9245 Fox Lonas Road,Knoxville, TN 37923. www.rosemortuary.comMYERS, CLAUDE C. JR.MYERS, CLAUDE C. JR.MYERS, CLAUDE C. JR.MYERS, CLAUDE C. JR.MYERS, CLAUDE C. JR.age 72 of Knoxville passed awayMonday morning at  St. Mary’sMedical Center after a long ill-ness. He was a member of  FirstBaptist Church of Fountain City.He worked for Tucker and BeverlySteel and also was a Welding In-spector for Hunt Company. Priorto his  illness he was an avidoutdoorsman who loved allsports. He is preceded  in deathby his parents, Claude and Eliza-beth Myers, Sr.; son ClaudeMyers III; step son Mark Grimm.Survived by his wife JaniceMyers;  former wife MarthaBruner; son and daughter-in-lawRick and Barbara  Myers; sonChris Myers; step son and daugh-ter-in-law Mitch and StacyGrimm; grandchildren MelissaBailey, Kellie Myers,Jenna Myers,Hayden  Myers, Cole, Cade andCale Grimm; great grandchildrenStormie Bailey and Claudia Ray;sister Betty Strunk; severalnieces and nephews. Gentry-Griffey Chapel.PAPAPAPAPATTERSON, JOHN K.TTERSON, JOHN K.TTERSON, JOHN K.TTERSON, JOHN K.TTERSON, JOHN K.—age 82 of Knoxville, passedaway Sunday, April 29, 2007 atFt. Sanders Regional MedicalCenter.  He was of the Methodistfaith.  He retired from Rohm andHaas after 37 years of service.He was a veteran of WWII serv-ing in Normandy, the Battle of theBulge and to the end of the war.Preceded in death by wife, Anna

Jo Haynes Patterson. Survivors:daughter and son-in-law, Kathyand Dr. Neil Robison of SpanishFort, Alabama; son and daugh-ter-in-law, Dr. Larry and LibbiePatterson of Sweetwater, Ten-nessee; granddaughters: ArielRobison of Spanish Fort, Ala-bama, Dr. Amber Aragon of Wash-ington, D.C., Chelsea Phillips ofOak Ridge, Zara Goodlaxson ofWashington, D.C.; special friends,Dr. Joe Smith and nurse, Marcia.Memorial contributions may bemade to the American Heart As-sociation, 4708 Papermill Drive,Knoxville, TN 37919. Mr.Patterson’s guest book is availableat www.stevensmortuaryinc.com.SMITH, DSMITH, DSMITH, DSMITH, DSMITH, DAAAAAVID HERMANVID HERMANVID HERMANVID HERMANVID HERMAN– age 64, of Knoxville, passedaway 6:15 p.m. Tuesday May 1,2007 at U.T. Medical Center.David was a member ofLonsdale Baptist Church, wherehis grandfather, Harry L. Thorntonwas pastor for 20 years. He wasa lifelong collector of comicbooks and historical memora-bilia and loved going to the mov-ies, reading and music. Heworked in the University of Ten-nessee Catering Department for35 years. David graduated fromRule High School and the Univer-sity of Tennessee where he re-ceived his Bachelor of ScienceDegree in Liberal Arts and Mas-ters Degree in Political Science.He loved everything about theUniversity of Tennessee from theeducational, to the arts, to thefootball and basketball teams.He was preceded in death by hisparents, Herman Elbert Smithand Niree Christine ThorntonSmith. Survivors: sister, DorothySmith; best friend, Wayne Heflin;numerous aunts, uncles andcousins in Knoxville and Tucson,Arizona. Mr. Smith’s guest bookis available atwww.stevensmortuaryinc.com.WORLEYWORLEYWORLEYWORLEYWORLEY, EVEL, EVEL, EVEL, EVEL, EVELYN MARYN MARYN MARYN MARYN MAR-----GARETGARETGARETGARETGARET - of Knoxville, diedWednesday April 25,  2007. BornJanuary 18, 1924 in Palmyra,Indiania, she moved to Knoxvillein 1933. A graduate from Knox-ville Catholic High School andKnoxville Business College, shewas a member and president ofBeta Sigma Phi  Sorority. She hadworked as a part-time dentalassistant for years. She  was alongtime member of Holy GhostCatholic Church and was activewith  the Ladies of Charity andother community service groupsup until the time of her death.She enjoyed spending time withher family and friends  above allelse, but was an avid cook, gar-dener, seamtress and bridgeplayer throughout life. Mrs.Worley was an active leader inthe  Brownies and Cub Scoutsfor her children. She is precededin death by  her husband of 59years, Carl Worley; parentsHerman and Agnes  Gettlefinger;brother Earl Gettlefinger. She issurvived by son and  daughter-in-law, Brian Worley and PatMcNutt of Knoxville;daughter,Suzanne Marie Haven of Knox-ville; grandchildren Tara Havenand Paige  Worley; brother andsister-in-law andrew and ChickGettlefinger; sister  and brother-in-law Norma and Ernest Tuckerof Huntsville, Alabama;  brotherand sister-in-law: Herman andNancy Gettlefinger.  The familyrequests that memorials bemade  to Ladies of Charity, 1031N. Central Ave., Knoxville, TN37917.  www.rosemortuary.com

Thursday morning, Gov.Bredesen came before a joint ses-sion of the Tennessee General As-sembly to formally unveil reforms tothe Basic Education Program.  TheBEP, a funding formula, currently de-termines first how much money aschool district requires to ad-equately meet the needs of its stu-dents and then what portion of thatmoney will come from the state gov-ernment for each county.In the coming weeks, the Tennessee General Assembly will probably spend a great deal of timedebating and discussing the effects of the governor’s proposal. But today I want to focus on the factthat we are having the opportunity to enter into the debate at all. The BEP, for a variety of reasons, has been in need of a major overhaul for some time now;however, it has taken government leaders across the state coming together with a consistentmessage to encourage the governor to go ahead and begin resolving this issue.  County Mayor MikeRagsdale and his staff have been instrumental in this process.  Mayor Ragsdale has met with thegovernor on several occasions to explain some of the problems with the BEP formula and how it toooften shortchanges metropolitan school systems like the one in Knox County.  The mayors of othermetropolitan school districts have done the same.  And today the governor has listened.On the state level, Sen. Jamie Woodson, chair of the Senate Education Committee, has contin-ued to push the need for BEP reform.  Over and over again, she has advocated the need for reformand pointed out that if a problem exists and the governor knows the problem exists, then we shouldnot continue to pour money into a flawed formula system.  Instead, we must fix the system now.Sen. Woodson has not been alone in the state capitol on advocating for reform to the BEP.  Rep.Harry Tindell and Rep. Joe Armstrong have consistently pointed out a problem exists with the fundingformula in the BEP during budget hearings held by the House Finance Committee.  Additionally, theentire Knox County Legislative Delegation has consistently promoted the need to urge changes inthe BEP.   Rep. Gerald McCormick of Chattanooga and I have worked on developing BEP reformsrecommended by the state school board. Gov. Bredesen has listened and come forth with a program that will help fix the problemsinherent to the BEP.  I applaud this decision.  The conclusion to be drawn from this is that whengovernment officials work together, change can occur and problems can be solved.  That is not to saythat we will accept the governor’s proposal as it has been presented.  For example, Rep. Bill Dunnhas been persistent in working to ensure that we require school systems to meet meaningfulaccountability standards so that we not only improve funding mechanisms but also improve results.We want to make sure we use the money in the manner that will be most effective to improvingeducation in the state of Tennessee.A great deal of debate must still ensue in the Tennessee General Assembly concerning the BasicEducation Program.  However, as a result of the combined efforts of Mayor Ragsdale, the KnoxCounty Legislative Delegation and others, we now have a plan on the table and the opportunity tocreate positive change in the BEP system.  The next step is to see that the state House and Senatecome together to create a new funding formula in some form.  This is good news for Knox County andI am sure you will be reading more about it in the upcoming days.Things are rapidly progressing as we enter our last month of session.  It is a busy time.  Pleasedon’t hesitate to contact me if there is any way I can be of service to you.  It is best to call my Nashvilleoffice at 615-741-6879.  It is an honor to be your representative.

Brogan’s Breakfast Round-upwith Anne McKinneyBy Sybille FlemmingBy Sybille FlemmingBy Sybille FlemmingBy Sybille FlemmingBy Sybille FlemmingThe Halls Senior Center was hopping to the tuneof Anne McKinney's voice last Tuesday morning.  Well-known financial educator and local radio talk-showhost of "Well Preserved with Jim Brogan," Jim Brogansponsored a Breakfast Roundup and brought Attor-ney Anne M. McKinney, voted Knoxville's top wills andestates attorney and her blessed voice to Halls, toshare her expertise to a full room of attendees.  Withover thirty years of legal and tax experience, Mrs.McKinney shared the importance of being "well pre-served" and the process of getting there.  Mrs.McKinney brought along workbooks and a list of "Tips& Tactics for Wills & Trusts" for each attendee; all freeof charge.  While many of us avoid this "preservation"process, Mrs. McKinney shared with everyone how
much easier it has becomeand the many tools availablefree of charge.  If you missedthe breakfast event at theHalls Senior Center,  be sure tovisit www.ammtaxlaw.com formore information and tuneinto NewsTalk 100 every Sun-day morning from 7:00 to 8:00a.m. for Well Preserved withJim Brogan.
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Ruthie Kuhlman to be onthe 2007 BallotBy Charmin FothBy Charmin FothBy Charmin FothBy Charmin FothBy Charmin FothRuthie Kuhlman has done many things in her 52 years, buther greatest love is family and community.Ruthie is a native Knoxvillian and met the man of her dreams,Russell Briscoe Kuhlman,  in kindergarten. She grew up volun-teering in the community through Teen Board. She attendedSequoyah Elementary, Tyson Junior High and West High. She wentto Sullins College and UT. She has two children, daughter Hannah,who is married to Matt Gard and a son Briscoe who attends ETSUand is in the U.S. Air Force.Because of her love of community Ruthie is running for CountyCommission in the 2007 election. Regardless of the district linesRuthie want to help all of Knox County be the best it can be. She would like to help the schools getmuch needed funding and promote sustainable neighborhood development, to work with law en-forcement to better protect our community and property.Ruthie says, “I want an open and honest government. Whether you are in my district or not call meand I will help with any problems I can. That is what commissioners are suppose to do.”Ruthie is involved with several community and civic organizations; Mobile Meals, Alzheimer’s,2nd Presbyterian Church where she has been a church elder, Knox Heritage, 2nd Presbyterian Pre-School, Girls Scouts as a leader and a Girl Scouts Cookie Chair, she is a former Junior League memberand has also worked as a public relations person.Ruthie’s biggest role model was her father Tom Stone who was a very loving, kind man whobelieved in his community and donated much of his time and money to helping those around him.Her inspiration comes from her family and friends. They give her support. All the people she hasmet that agree the county government needs change also inspire her.  Ruthie says, “I hope that I canbe a part of that change.”Ruthie advises others, “Follow that voice inside, be happy with your choices, don’t regret them.Don’t ever say ‘I wish I had done that.’ Love the life you live and live the life you love.”Ruthie’s favorite quote says a lot about what a fun and honest person she is. “Don’t worry. Behappy.”
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